Several factors at play in Thunberg's peace prize miss; Timing of award may 
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Body 


Teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg was the odds-on favourite to win this year's Nobel Peace Prize. 


The award would have capped an already extraordinary year, in which Thunberg evolved from a student sitting 
outside the Swedish Parliament, all by herself, to become the leader of a global youth movement, inspiring millions 
of schoolchildren around the world to join her in calling for greater action on climate change. 


"You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words," she told world leaders in a blistering 
speech at the United Nations last month. 


But instead of bestowing the prize on the 16-year-old Swede, the Norwegian Nobel Committee gave the prize to 
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, who was praised for his efforts to "achieve peace and international co- 
operation." 


Why was Thunberg passed over? How could so many forecasters have been so wrong? 


The peace prize selection process is highly secretive - all the committee would reveal was that there were 301 
nominations this year. The names of some contenders are made public by their nominators. Thunberg, for instance, 
was nominated by three Norwegian lawmakers. It can also be hard to anticipate the winner because the selection 
reflects the idiosyncrasies of five individuals picked by the Norwegian parliament. 


That doesn't stop people from guessing - or betting - on the winner. On Thursday night, Thunberg was the favourite 
with bookmaker William Hill (2/5) and Coral (4/7). But she had several factors working against her, according to 
analysts who have followed the award. Henrik Urdal, the head of the Peace Research Institute of Oslo, omitted 
Thunberg from the Nobel Peace Prize shortlist he publishes. He explained his decision to the Washington Post, 
saying there "isn't scientific consensus that there is a linear relationship between climate change - or resource 
scarcity, more broadly - and armed conflict." 


The link between climate change and conflict is hotly debated. But climate change scholars say that while there isn't 
a straightforward relationship, there is a recognition that climate change adds to stresses in regions that could spark 
political instability and conditions that could foster conflict. 


In his will outlining the prize, Nobel wrote that the recipient should be someone who has advanced the "abolition or 
reduction of standing armies" - which some have interpreted as requiring a direct connection to peace and conflict. 
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It's also possible the timing wasn't quite right for Thunberg. The committee draws up a shortlist "of the most 
interesting and worthy candidates" soon after the nomination deadline at the end of January. But some of the more 
impressive moments of Thunberg's activism came later in the year. 
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